
How can DATA help me as a grantmaker?

1. Look at FACTS

SURVEY
A short questionnaire

sent to people to collect
information

NEEDS ASSESSMENT
A process to determine
what challenges exist

in a community

PUBLISHED RESEARCH
Systematic studies
to establish facts

and new conclusions

DEMOGRAPHICS
Data about

populations and 
communities

3. Use data to MAKE DECISIONS
GET INSPIRED BY OTHERS

4. Share your IMPACT
Be transparent: share what you do, why you do it, what difference it made, and what you learned.

My friends and I see problems in our 
community. One of the biggest seems 
to be pollution. We wish there was a 
way to prove the negative effects it has 
on people's lives, make decisions on 
how to support organizations working 
on this issue, and share the difference 
that our support made.

What if I can't gather
all the info I need on 
pollution in my 
community by looking 
at the facts?

2. Learn from OTHER PEOPLE
Find people to connect with by searching YouthGiving.org's
program directory and funding map...

...and meet the organizations working on similar issues.

SHARE GRANTS INFORMATION
(including the issues your

funding tackles and
funding amount)

SHARE PROFILES
of the youth involved in 

your program
(age, interests, etc.)

SHARE YOUR PROCESS
(write a blog about your

funding experience!)

SHARE FUNDING RESULTS
(how did your funding help

your community?) 

   Thanks, DATA! I feel much 
   better prepared to think 
through, make, and talk about 
grants that will affect the issue 
of pollution in my community.

Using data from the above sources to create a rubric for
how to rank organizations is one way to make an informed
funding decision. A Youth Fellows program based in 
Brooklyn created a readiness and impact rubric using a 
scale of one to five to help them decide which organizations 
should be awarded a grant. 

“In small groups, our classroom did a needs assessment of our 
community. Each group presented the issue they thought was 
most important after doing some fact finding. After the 
presentations, we voted what to focus on as a class. This process 
helped us come to agreement on the issue that was most 
important to all of us and where we wanted to put our funding." 

--Bay Area High School Student

Once you've looked at the facts and talked to others, it's time to decide how to support your cause.
Here are a few ways others have approached funding decisions.

Enter DATA,
the superfood
that helps you
think smarter!

PSSST! CLICK AROUND WHEN VIEWING THIS ON YOUR
PHONE OR COMPUTER TO LEARN EVEN MORE!

http://youthgiving.org/learn/2017-summary-annual-youth-philanthropy-survey-community-foundation-programs-2015-2016-program-year/
http://youthgiving.org/blog/what-should-i-know-about-doing-a-community-needs-assessment/
http://www.issuelab.org/resource/clear_the_air_for_children_the_impact_of_air_pollution_on_children
https://www.census.gov/
http://youthgiving.org/programs
http://maps.foundationcenter.org/?acct=youthgiving
http://youthgiving.org/blog/how-do-you-create-a-youth-led-grantmaking-program-to-support-your-community/
http://foundationcenter.org/gain-knowledge/foundation-data/electronic-reporting-program
http://youthgiving.org/share/
http://youthgiving.org/blog-guidelines/
http://youthgiving.org/learn/the-before-and-after-of-grantmaking-fundraising-and-engagement/
http://youthgiving.org
http://foundationcenter.org



